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MONTANA SHOULD EXPECT MILLIONS OF EXTRA
VISITORS FOR LEWIS AND CLARK BICENTENNIAL
MISSOULA The 2003-2006 bicentennial celebration of the Lewis and Clark expedition will bring
millions of additional visitors to Montana, according to a new study by the Institute for
Tourism and Recreation Research at The University of Montana and Issues and Answers
Network Inc.
The “Lewis and Clark National Estimation and Awareness Study” suggests that the
state should expect 8.9 million visitors to follow in the footsteps of the Corps of Discovery
during the bicentennial years. That translates into about 3.7 million more visitor groups. These
latter-day explorers would be in addition to the base visitation Montana normally receives.
Information for the study was gathered through a national telephone survey conducted
last January. More than 2,000 interviews were completed with adults age 21 and older.
The 200-year anniversary of when the explorers were actually in Montana will be 20052006. If most of the visitation increase takes place during those two years, the study projects
that the state could see a total of 16.1 million visitors in 2005 and 14.6 million in 2006.
If the additional visitors spread out their time in Montana over all four years of the
bicentennial, the state should expect about 11.7 million total visitors in 2003, 12.7 million in
2004, 14 million in 2005 and 13.2 million in 2006.
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The report projects that during the peak of the Lewis and Clark celebration in Montana
- from June 1, 2005, to Oct. 31, 2005 - 3.2 million additional people will explore Montana,
with an extra 20,915 in the state each day. This translates into about 1.3 million additional
traveler groups for the season, or 8,715 additional groups each day statewide.
The report projects that 18 percent of the visitors will come from the Northeast, 44
percent from the South, 17 percent from the Midwest and 22 percent from the West. The most
common age group projected to visit during the centennial will be 41- to 50-year-olds. The
study found that people from all income levels plan to show up.
Family groups should be common Lewis and Clark travelers, since 52 percent of
visiting households are projected to have children with them, compared to an average of 38
percent of households with children in the United States.
The report identifies two key components of planning and management vital to the
success of the bicentennial in Montana - marketing and infrastructure. Marketing will shape
visitation to the state and should help disperse visitation over the entire 2003-2006 period. It
also could help reduce social and environmental impacts and spread positive economic benefits
across the state. Infrastructure also needs to be improved along the Lewis and Clark routes,
especially in rural Montana, to accommodate additional visitors.
For more information about this or other ITRR reports, visit the Web site at
http://www .forestry.um t.edu/itrr.
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